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Memories from the village Remle. (relating to the end of the 19°th centuary).



This is a printout of some memories written by Haim Siporin (b. 1883 d. 1969) son of
Simha son of Moshe-Volf, son of Shmerl Siporin.

The translation of the manuscript into Hebrew and English followed the preparation
of a Family Tree for the descendants of Shmerl Siporin (Ciporin, Tsiporin or Cyporin
are synonyms with Siporin).

The following printout is a translation from the original manuscript, written in
Yiddish, delivered by Haim Siporin to his family in Israel during Haim’s visit to Israel
with his wife Zenya.

(For a partial picture of the manuscript -look above).

Haim is the son of Simha son of Moshe Volf son of Shmerl Siporin.

Haim was born in a small village in Belarus, called “Remle”, close to a bigger
“shtetle” called David Horodok. He immigrated to USA and settled first in New York,
then moved to Chicago. He was active in the leftist movement in USA and very close
to the Yiddish writers.

Haim belongs to the 4°’Th generation beginning with Shmerl Siporin at the root of our
family tree.

The information was gathered, translated into English and data entered into some
computerized programs by Moshe Ziporen (Siporin), son of Elazar, son of Yaakov,
son of Simha, son of Moshe Volf, son of Shmerl Siporin.

My current address, as valid to Mar. 1999 is:

Moshe Siporen, 11 Hamaavak St. Israel 53523

Phone: 972-3-5739197

Following the English translation of the manuscript:
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About the Village

Remle, a village not far from the “Shtettle” David Horodok, count of Minsk. (closer to
Pinsk than to Minsk — M.Ziporen). The population there was about 800 persons, the
majority were farmers with small plots

The amount of rich farmers was very small. There were few rich farmers who owned
big fortunes. They used to lend their farms to the poor farmers in order to cultivate
their gardens, orchards and fields. Certain land lords (“Prizim” in Hebrew and
Yiddish) used to let out land to the Jews. The Jewish inhabitants worked the land
themselves but also hired some farmers, both men and women, on the basis of a
daily salary, to cultivate the fields and gardens.

About 15 to 20 (Jewish) families lived in the village, 3 tailors serving the (gentile)
farmers and the “Prizim” (big landlords), 2 blacksmiths, a carpenter and a mason. 4
of them were involved in agriculture. The Jews used to rent the land by .........

The grandmother, our father’s mother, was called Chaya. She died young. They had
5 sons:

SHMERL, SIMHA, PINCHAS, SHLOMO and one more, who was kidnapped as a child
(as they used to do in those times) and sent to serve in the army of the Tsar
(Russian emperor). They also had 3 daughters: ROSHITKE, SHOSHE and HENYE.
After our grandmother’s death, our grandfather took another wife, SARA, and lived
with her till his old age. It happened that our grandfather was sick and was taken to
Drebsk, to our uncle Shlomo. He died there at the age of 93.



Our grandfather had a big garden and a house where he lived and where he had the
“HEDER” for the Jewish boys of the village. (“HEDER” — in Yiddish, a school room
for the young boys). Surrounding the garden and home were the courts and gardens
of the Prizim. In the bad summer and winter weather we had to go to the HEDER
through the fields of the Prizim. When | started studying at my grandfather’s
(HEDER), | was 5 years old. | studied there by “ZMANIM”. (times in Yiddish and
Hebrew). Once something happened that | shall never forget:

It was in the spring when the earth is cultivated and prepared to be sown. It was
midday, the boys were playing and the (gentile) farmer, who cultivated the earth, sat
down under a tree to eat his meal and to give food to his horse. He left his horse tied
to the harrow, a device with iron prongs, used to improve the ploughed earth before
sowing .

| approached the horse, took the reins and the whip and sat myself on its back. The
horse became frightened and started running wildly with me on it’s back — through
the big gardens. | fell down beaten and frightened. My step-grand mother, Sara,
washed me and sent me strait home. Following this event | did not go to HEDER for
several days!.

Then, | went to study with other “MELAMDIM” (Jewish teachers in those days),
whom the Jewish inhabitants of the village hired for a certain length of time. We
used to study at our home and also at other families’ homes.

The “Melamed” (the Jewish teacher) got a certain sum of money from the parents of
the children for the period of the studies, and used to eat his meals with the parents
of his pupils in the village. We used to begin the studies at the age of 5 years and
conclude them at the age of 12.

Our father SIMHA, when he married our mother SHEINDL FRIEDMAN - she was
already at that time an orphan. Her parents had died when she was very young.

Our father received from our grand father the “KRETCHME” (a “pub” to serve mostly
the gentile inhabitants of the village), because he (our grand father) could no more
run it. Our mother took upon herself the running of the “KRETCHME” and the
cultivating the gardens. When the children grew up they helped her and later on —
they freed her from the burden of this work. (free translation).

Our father, together with his brother SHMERL, Who settled in DAVID — HORODOK
after his marriage, occupied himself with merchandise, mostly oxen. They were
partners for a long time until our father got a severe sickness and had to stop his
work till his death in 27 of month AV (a Jewish month) 1891.

Our mother SHEINDLE died on the 4’Th of month IYAR 1890. Our mother died as a
result of a long illness. The doctor Sharashevski from the town, was once in the
village, but he couldn’t cure her illness. She died on the 4°Th of IYAR 1890. She was
buried in the cemetry of DAVID — HORODOK. After the death of our mother — our
father could not live without her, he got sick, lay in bed for several weeks in the city
(DAVID — HORODOK) at our sister HENYE and died on the 27’st of month AV 1981.
As | was in the village at the time he was sick — getting the message that he was
already dead, through a farmer who came back from the city — | immediately started
walking to the city toparticipate at the funeral. Being already in the city, | met my
Uncle Reuven Velvl and his son Aharon coming back home to the village, from the
funeral. They took me on their wagon back home to the village.

We were left 3 children, in the big house and the “KRETCHME” in the village:
Ester-Reizl (12 years),Minye (10 years) and Haim (8 years).



After a short period, Ester and Minye left the village for the city to seek some job in
orderto earnaliving.......cccocvuvnvnnnannnns said KADISH 2 years for both.

My sisters Ester Reizl and Minye went to the city and got some jobs. After a short
time, Ester went to Kiev where she lived for some years, till she came home and got
married. | stayed with my older brother Yaakov, just as he moved to our house, and
Peshe (Yaakov’s wife) was as a mother to me.

| used to help her with all kinds of work: Looking after the children, the household
chores and working in the yard and in the fields. | had no spare time to play.

Except for Shabat and Yom Tov when we were little boys and even when we grew
up — we used to spend out time playing various games. We mostly spent our time in
gardens and fields.

We have been the oldest family in the village. Our grandfather Moshe Volf (our
father’s father) was living in the village. (Remle). | do not know weather he was born
there (this last citation is erase in the Yiddish original —M. Ziporen). But, he did rise
up his children (my uncles and aunts) in this village.

The farmers have been through all these years very friendly toward the Jewish
inhabitants, Especially were they friendly to us. My father was a clever Jew. He used
to advise the farmers and settle disagreements. Especially in case of death of
someone when a need to share the deceased lot among his inheritants. (free
translation —M.Ziporen).

Especially did our mother help the poor farmers when they missed food at
wintertime. From time to time they rewarded her, by working at our garden. They
loved her very much.

khkkkk kkkkkkkk kkkkkk

This is the end of the listings written by Haim Ziporen (Son of Simha) and which
were delivered to me by my uncle Shmaryahu (Shmerl) Siporin (Ziporen).



